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NCS Compliance Inspections – 2024/2025 On-going 

NCS Weekly Returns to be completed between
Monday morning and Tuesday afternoon Weekly 

Building Blocks Extension Grant
Scheme application

Closes 
12pm,  30th Jan

Core Funding Review and Confirm Opens on 1st Feb

Community of Professional Practice Early Learning
and Care Services 4th February 2025

Tracey Buckley Resource Library Open Evening 
6.00pm - 8.00pm 

12th February
2025

Always Children First: Child Safeguarding
Awareness Training

15th February
2025

Children's Participation Framework 22nd February
2025

Community of Professional Practice Combined ELC
& SAC services 

25th February
2025

Community of Professional Practice Combined ELC
& SAC services 10th March 2025

OCCC ANNUAL SEMINAR 2025 29th March 2025

Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Training 5th & 12th April
2025

IMPORTANT
DATES AND DEADLINES

http://www.offalychildcare.com/index.php/providers/pip/hive-announcements/1908-ncs-compliance-inspections-2024-2025
http://www.offalychildcare.com/index.php/providers/pip/hive-announcements/1907-ecce-2024-programme-call-payments
http://www.offalychildcare.com/index.php/providers/pip/hive-announcements/1907-ecce-2024-programme-call-payments
http://www.offalychildcare.com/index.php/providers/pip/hive-announcements/1907-ecce-2024-programme-call-payments
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/diversity-equality-and-inclusion-training-tickets-844600612167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/diversity-equality-and-inclusion-training-tickets-844600612167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/diversity-equality-and-inclusion-training-tickets-844600612167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1008334063327?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1008334063327?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1008334063327?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1008334063327?aff=oddtdtcreator




IMPORTANT CHANGES TO GARDA VETTING PROCEDURE

Important changes to the Garda Vetting procedure for the Early Learning and Care (ELC)
and School Aged Childcare (SAC) sector.

The new Garda Vetting system has been designed to strengthen and streamline compliance
processes to improve efficiencies for everyone. The updates will affect how employers,
childminders, and employees apply for or renew their Garda Vetting applications.

Our priority is to safeguard children, keeping them safe in all settings throughout Ireland.
Starting from 1 February 2025, the following changes will take effect:
• Early Childhood Ireland (ECI) will manage Garda Vetting services for all early learning and
care, and school-age childcare employees.

• Tusla will manage Garda Vetting services for registered providers including Chairpersons
of Boards of Management.
• As part of these changes, Barnardos will no longer provide vetting services.
We are committed to supporting you throughout this period of change. It is vital that you
remain compliant with vetting requirements at all times.

If your current provider is Barnardos and you have employees, you will be required to apply
for a new Garda Vetting Affiliate Number for Early Childhood Ireland. We recommend that
you take a proactive approach in transferring to your new provider to be ready for the 1
February 2025 commencement date and in advance of when you might next need garda
vetting services.

Please contact the Garda National Vetting Bureau (GNBV) at gnvb.registration@garda.ie to
progress your Affiliate Number application to ensure you have your new number to process
submissions through Early Childhood Ireland.

The process of obtaining a new affiliate number can take several weeks and you will have
no access to Garda vetting services during this period. It is therefore important to note that
you should only instigate a change in affiliate number when you have no vetting applications
in progress and do not anticipate you will need vetting. If a service expects to need vetting
between now and 31 January, you should wait until after completing your upcoming vetting
to proceed with changing affiliate number. It is ok to instigate a change in affiliate number
after 31 January.
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/communities-of-professional-practice-meeting-elc-services-tickets-1151965693399?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1f3rmqb%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTIyOTk1NTYxNC4xNzM2OTM2MTI1%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczNjkzNjEyNS4xLjEuMTczNjkzNzUzNC4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/pre-registration-training-for-childminders-tickets-1151686147269?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1mo565x%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTIyOTk1NTYxNC4xNzM2OTM2MTI1%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczNjkzNjEyNS4xLjEuMTczNjkzNzgyNS4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1153080206939?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2Afh80d3%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTIyOTk1NTYxNC4xNzM2OTM2MTI1%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczNjkzNjEyNS4xLjEuMTczNjkzNjI0NC4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/childrens-participation-framework-tickets-795207475967?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2Aeut2rp%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2ANTA1NjY1Mzg0LjE3Mzc5NzQ2ODc.%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczNzk3NzQ0OS4yLjEuMTczNzk3NzQ1OS4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/communities-of-professional-practice-meeting-combined-elc-sac-services-tickets-1225028526299?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2Ath2rcp%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMzk5NzcyNjcuMTczODA4MDg0NA..%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczODA4MDg0My4xLjEuMTczODA4MDkzOC4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/communities-of-professional-practice-meeting-elc-services-tickets-1225057512999?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1lckzsd%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2ANjkxMjQwMTM5LjE3MzgwODE3NjQ.%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczODA4MTc2My4xLjEuMTczODA4MjAwMi4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/communities-of-professional-practice-meeting-stand-alone-school-age-service-tickets-1225081153709?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1mdjdh3%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMjE3MjM5MTcuMTczODA4MzA2NA..%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczODA4MzA2NC4xLjEuMTczODA4MzU1MS4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/occc-annual-seminar-2025-tickets-1216398624029?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A469v3i%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMzI5MzE4MTQ1LjE3MzgwNjIwODY.%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczODA2MjA4NS4xLjEuMTczODA2MjA5Ni4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/diversity-equality-and-inclusion-training-tickets-1217708802809?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A7hthsc%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMzI5MzE4MTQ1LjE3MzgwNjIwODY.%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczODA2MjA4NS4xLjEuMTczODA2MjM4My4wLjAuMA..


Core Funding February Review and Confirm

The February Review and Confirm window will open from 1 February to
14 February 2025.  

This process enables Core Funding payments to continue by facilitating
Partner Services to review their most recent application information.
Partner Services can complete their Review and Confirm with two
options available:
1. Review and Confirm with Changes 
2. Review and Confirm without Changes

Prior to completing the Review and Confirm, Partner Services should: 
• Ensure all data captured in the Service Profile is accurate and up to
date for the 2024/2025 programme year.
• Ensure your Core Funding Application is at status ‘Approved’. If your
application is at ‘Referred back’, you must address the reason for the
refer back and then complete the February Review and Confirm
process. 

If you have an Update Due Date populated on your most recently
'Approved' Core Funding application record equal to or before 1
February, you must action this as part of your Review and Confirm
using the option of ‘Review and Confirm with Changes’ either replacing
the departed staff member or reducing your capacity.

Core Funding supports and training materials can be found under the
Help and Support section of the Early Years Hive. 

Core Funding Payments 
After the Review and Confirm window is closed, Core Funding
payments will only continue to be processed as per the payment
schedule on the Early Years Hive, provided your February Review and
Confirm is at an ‘Approved’ status
.  
Regards,
The Early Years Team

Hive Notifications

http://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/how-to-guides/corefundingguides/


ECCE compliance
It is the responsibility of the Service Provider to ensure compliance with their contractual
requirements. Service providers should ensure that they understand and adhere to the
ECCE Funding Agreement. Failure to do so will result in non-compliance and will require
corrective action. 

In order to make compliance visits as efficient as possible for both providers and visit
officers, service providers should ensure that their compliance file is kept up to date and
contains: 

Attendance records
Enrolment details (including minimum enrolment exemption where relevant);
Parental declaration forms
Parent letters
Fee records
Staff qualifications
Higher capitation forms

The below documents offers guidance for service providers on ECCE compliance:
ECCE Compliance Checklist 23-24
ECCE Compliance Approved Provider Guide 23-24
ECCE Post-Inspection Rectification Actions 23-24
ECCE Good Practice Guide for Attendance Records

Hive Notifications

National Childcare Compliance 

Accessing the NCS Compliance Report on Hive
NCS Compliance Checklist
NCS Compliance Service Provider Guide
NCS Post Inspection Rectification Actions

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Compliance-Checklist-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Compliance-Approved-Provider-Guide-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Post-Inspection-Rectification-Actions-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-good-practice-guide-for-attendance-records.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/accessing-the-NCS-compliance-report-on-hive.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-compliance-checklist.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-compliance-service-provider-guide.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-post-inspection-rectification-actions.pdf


ECCE compliance
It is the responsibility of the Service Provider to ensure compliance with their contractual
requirements. Service providers should ensure that they understand and adhere to the
ECCE Funding Agreement. Failure to do so will result in non-compliance and will require
corrective action. 

In order to make compliance visits as efficient as possible for both providers and visit
officers, service providers should ensure that their compliance file is kept up to date and
contains: 

Attendance records
Enrolment details (including minimum enrolment exemption where relevant);
Parental declaration forms
Parent letters
Fee records
Staff qualifications
Higher capitation forms

The below documents offers guidance for service providers on ECCE compliance:
ECCE Compliance Checklist 23-24
ECCE Compliance Approved Provider Guide 23-24
ECCE Post-Inspection Rectification Actions 23-24
ECCE Good Practice Guide for Attendance Records

Hive Notifications

National Childcare Compliance 

Accessing the NCS Compliance Report on Hive
NCS Compliance Checklist
NCS Compliance Service Provider Guide
NCS Post Inspection Rectification Actions

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Compliance-Checklist-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Compliance-Approved-Provider-Guide-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Post-Inspection-Rectification-Actions-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-good-practice-guide-for-attendance-records.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/accessing-the-NCS-compliance-report-on-hive.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-compliance-checklist.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-compliance-service-provider-guide.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-post-inspection-rectification-actions.pdf


CCSP Saver Programme compliance

It is the responsibility of the Service Provider to ensure compliance with their Funding
Agreement requirements. Failure to comply with any of the terms of the Funding
Agreement may result in the suspension of CCSP Saver Programme Funding and/or
DCEDIY funding or part thereof may be withdrawn and/or a termination of this Funding
Agreement.

In order to make compliance visits as efficient as possible for both providers and visit
officers, providers should ensure that their compliance file is kept up to date and
contains: 

Attendance Records 
Service Fee Information Letters 
Parental declaration forms; 
Parent/guardian letters;
Fee records; 
Staff qualifications and letters of qualifications; 
Grandfathering declarations as applicable; 
Evidence of Tusla registration(s).

The compliance file must be kept on site and available for inspection at all times.
Services should also ensure that: 

Registrations are correct, 
Fees list and calendar, for all approved funding programmes, are clearly displayed for
parents and, 
There is a staff member on site at all times who has access to the compliance file
and can facilitate the visit. Failure to do same could result in a service being
found non-compliant. 

Please note that if the records are readily available for review any interruption to the
service will be minimal, other than seeking clarifications when required. 
To assist services to comply with the CCSP Saver Programme requirements, the
Department and the Scheme Administrator provide a range of training and supports.

These include:
CCSP Compliance Checklist 23-24
CCSP Compliance Approved Provider Guide 23-24
CCSP Post-Inspection Rectification Actions 23-24

Providers are strongly encouraged to engage with these supports, both before and after
compliance visits, to ensure that they maintain compliance with scheme rules.

Hive Notifications

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Compliance-Checklist-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Compliance-Approved-Provider-Guide-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Post-Inspection-Rectification-Actions-23-24.pdf


AIM Level 7 Compliance 

AIM Level 7 compliance checks will be commencing on AIM Level 7 payments from the
week beginning 22 April 2024.  This will involve a series of standardised checks on AIM
Level 7 approved capitations relating to additional assistance in the pre-school room and
the maintenance of reduced ratios.

The compliance checks are aimed at confirming adherence with AIM Level 7 rules and
contract conditions as set out by the Department of Children Equality Disability
Integration & Youth (DCEDIY).

To ensure the compliance checks can be conducted at unannounced inspections, please
ensure that the person in charge on-site has access to the following records to present
to the Visit Officer for review:

The child attendance records for each of the ECCE sessions attended by child/ren
benefitting from AIM Level 7
The Staff Qualifications for staff working in these ECCE session/s 

The Pobal compliance team have uploaded additional compliance support documents to
the Hive in order to assist services in preparing for a compliance inspection. The
documents, which are listed below, are available under the Resources section and can
also be accessed through this link

AIM Level 7 Compliance Guide for Approved Providers 2023 - 2024
AIM Level 7 Compliance Checklist for Approved Providers 2023 - 2024
AIM Level 7 Rectification Actions Guide 2023 - 2024

Please note - these documents are only supports, intended to assist you. There is an
onus on each provider to familiarise themselves with their responsibilities under the AIM
Rules (AIM Level 7 included) and contractual conditions.

Hive Notifications

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Compliance-Guide-for-Approved-Providers-2023-2024.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Compliance-Checklist-for-Approved-Providers-2023-2024.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Rectification-Actions-Guide-2023-2024.pdf

