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notifications and details
on Compliance for ECCE

and NCS.
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DATES,

DEADLINES AND
DCEDIY PRESS
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Here you will find details
of all our upcoming

training events with links
to bring you directly to

Eventbrite.

Here you will find details
and reminders of

important upcoming
deadlines along with
DCEDIY current press

releases.  

CONTACT DETAILS
085 228 4121 www.offalychildcare.com



NCS Compliance Inspections – 2024/2025 ON-GOING
THROUGHOUT

THE YEAR

NCS Weekly Returns to be completed between
Monday morning and Tuesday afternoon Weekly 

Review functionality for
AIM Plus and/or AIM

Non-term applications
24th January 2025 

Building Blocks
Extension Grant

Scheme application

Closes at
12pm on 27th
January 2025

Community of Professional Practice for Stand alone
School Age Services 27th January 2025

Community of Professional Practice Early Learning
and Care Services 4th February 2025

Always Children First: Child Safeguarding
Awareness Training

15th February
2025

Save the Date:  Offaly CCC Seminar 2025 29th March 2025

IMPORTANT
DATES AND DEADLINES

http://www.offalychildcare.com/index.php/providers/pip/hive-announcements/1908-ncs-compliance-inspections-2024-2025
http://www.offalychildcare.com/index.php/providers/pip/hive-announcements/1907-ecce-2024-programme-call-payments
http://www.offalychildcare.com/index.php/providers/pip/hive-announcements/1907-ecce-2024-programme-call-payments
http://www.offalychildcare.com/index.php/providers/pip/hive-announcements/1907-ecce-2024-programme-call-payments
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/diversity-equality-and-inclusion-training-tickets-844600612167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/diversity-equality-and-inclusion-training-tickets-844600612167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/diversity-equality-and-inclusion-training-tickets-844600612167?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1008334063327?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1008334063327?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1008334063327?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1008334063327?aff=oddtdtcreator




Minister Roderic O'Gorman TD has welcomed the
Maternity Protection Employment Equality and
Preservation of Certain Records Bill 2024 passing all
Stages in the Oireachtas.

The legislation will allow an employee who receives a
diagnosis of a serious illness to postpone maternity leave
until treatment is concluded, and follows the ‘Leave Our
Leave’ campaign by the Irish Cancer Society. 

The maternity leave can be postponed for between 5
and 52 weeks, on certification from their doctor.
Postponing maternity leave will not sacrifice other forms
of leave, such as unpaid maternity leave and Parents
Leave.

https://brnw.ch/21wO4mX

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/39301-minister-ogorman-welcomes-oireachtas-passing-new-right-to-postpone-maternity-leave-in-cases-of-serious-illness/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGNnjJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHQS9ktFfsVPLDgfTM-E7vA4MrZOozfgUQ9migqMJwxKTOQkYyfioSVwuKA_aem_bnS0EvVbiV5vtzJlI4G1-g


Minister announces opening of €25 million capital
funding scheme to deliver thousands of early

learning and childcare places

Building Blocks Extension Grant Scheme to open for applications
before year-end
grants for community and private early learning and childcare
services to increase their capacity by means of large-scale
extensions
funding to also be made available for community services to
purchase or construct new premises

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Roderic
O’Gorman has today announced the launch of the €25 million Building
Blocks Extension Grant scheme for early learning and childcare
providers.

The Building Blocks Extension Scheme will deliver additional capacity
by supporting existing early learning and childcare Core Funding
partner services to extend their premises. It will also allow community
services to purchase or construct new premises.

The scheme will have four strands:
extensions to existing premises for private services
extensions to existing premises for community services
purchase of new premises for community services
construction of new premises for community services

All projects will be required to deliver net increases in full-time places
for one to three-year-olds. Projects will also be required to incorporate
Universal Design.

The Extension Grant scheme follows on from the Building Blocks
Expansion Grant scheme which ran earlier this year and the Building
Blocks Improvement Grant Scheme which operated last year.

The Building Blocks Extension Grant Scheme is part of the wider
Building Blocks Capital Programme for Early Learning and Childcare
under the revised National Development Plan 2021-2030 (NDP). Up to
€89 million has been allocated between 2023 and 2026.



 Making the announcement today, Minister O’Gorman said:
“I am very pleased to formally launch this scheme. It demonstrates
further significant commitment to the development of the sector and
investment in the expansion of provision. The scheme is great news for
children, their parents and providers. It will deliver a welcome increase
in places, particularly for young children.

“The Building Blocks Extension Grant Scheme will result in thousands of
additional, affordable early learning and childcare places coming on
stream. In particular, it is a huge boost for the community sector, and
funding will be prioritised for applications from areas with the greatest
supply needs.”
He added: “This scheme builds on the very significant successes in
recent years in expanding the delivery of improved and more
affordable early learning and childcare.”

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
continues to progress a range of other actions to increase the supply of
quality and affordable early learning and childcare including
significantly increased investment in the Core Funding scheme and the
National Childcare Scheme in 2025 and the introduction of the
regulation of childminders since September.





CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/communities-of-professional-practice-meeting-stand-alone-school-age-service-tickets-1151718995519?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1c1hwbb%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTIyOTk1NTYxNC4xNzM2OTM2MTI1%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczNjkzNjEyNS4xLjEuMTczNjkzNjY5Ny4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/communities-of-professional-practice-meeting-elc-services-tickets-1151965693399?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1f3rmqb%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTIyOTk1NTYxNC4xNzM2OTM2MTI1%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczNjkzNjEyNS4xLjEuMTczNjkzNzUzNC4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/pre-registration-training-for-childminders-tickets-1151686147269?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1mo565x%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTIyOTk1NTYxNC4xNzM2OTM2MTI1%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczNjkzNjEyNS4xLjEuMTczNjkzNzgyNS4wLjAuMA..


CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-1153080206939?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2Afh80d3%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTIyOTk1NTYxNC4xNzM2OTM2MTI1%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AMTczNjkzNjEyNS4xLjEuMTczNjkzNjI0NC4wLjAuMA..


ECCE compliance
It is the responsibility of the Service Provider to ensure compliance with their contractual
requirements. Service providers should ensure that they understand and adhere to the
ECCE Funding Agreement. Failure to do so will result in non-compliance and will require
corrective action. 

In order to make compliance visits as efficient as possible for both providers and visit
officers, service providers should ensure that their compliance file is kept up to date and
contains: 

Attendance records
Enrolment details (including minimum enrolment exemption where relevant);
Parental declaration forms
Parent letters
Fee records
Staff qualifications
Higher capitation forms

The below documents offers guidance for service providers on ECCE compliance:
ECCE Compliance Checklist 23-24
ECCE Compliance Approved Provider Guide 23-24
ECCE Post-Inspection Rectification Actions 23-24
ECCE Good Practice Guide for Attendance Records

Hive Notifications

National Childcare Compliance 

Accessing the NCS Compliance Report on Hive
NCS Compliance Checklist
NCS Compliance Service Provider Guide
NCS Post Inspection Rectification Actions

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Compliance-Checklist-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Compliance-Approved-Provider-Guide-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Post-Inspection-Rectification-Actions-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-good-practice-guide-for-attendance-records.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/accessing-the-NCS-compliance-report-on-hive.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-compliance-checklist.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-compliance-service-provider-guide.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/NCS-post-inspection-rectification-actions.pdf


CCSP Saver Programme compliance

It is the responsibility of the Service Provider to ensure compliance with their Funding
Agreement requirements. Failure to comply with any of the terms of the Funding
Agreement may result in the suspension of CCSP Saver Programme Funding and/or
DCEDIY funding or part thereof may be withdrawn and/or a termination of this Funding
Agreement.

In order to make compliance visits as efficient as possible for both providers and visit
officers, providers should ensure that their compliance file is kept up to date and
contains: 

Attendance Records 
Service Fee Information Letters 
Parental declaration forms; 
Parent/guardian letters;
Fee records; 
Staff qualifications and letters of qualifications; 
Grandfathering declarations as applicable; 
Evidence of Tusla registration(s).

The compliance file must be kept on site and available for inspection at all times.
Services should also ensure that: 

Registrations are correct, 
Fees list and calendar, for all approved funding programmes, are clearly displayed for
parents and, 
There is a staff member on site at all times who has access to the compliance file
and can facilitate the visit. Failure to do same could result in a service being
found non-compliant. 

Please note that if the records are readily available for review any interruption to the
service will be minimal, other than seeking clarifications when required. 
To assist services to comply with the CCSP Saver Programme requirements, the
Department and the Scheme Administrator provide a range of training and supports.

These include:
CCSP Compliance Checklist 23-24
CCSP Compliance Approved Provider Guide 23-24
CCSP Post-Inspection Rectification Actions 23-24

Providers are strongly encouraged to engage with these supports, both before and after
compliance visits, to ensure that they maintain compliance with scheme rules.

Hive Notifications

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Compliance-Checklist-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Compliance-Approved-Provider-Guide-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Post-Inspection-Rectification-Actions-23-24.pdf


AIM Level 7 Compliance 

AIM Level 7 compliance checks will be commencing on AIM Level 7 payments from the
week beginning 22 April 2024.  This will involve a series of standardised checks on AIM
Level 7 approved capitations relating to additional assistance in the pre-school room and
the maintenance of reduced ratios.

The compliance checks are aimed at confirming adherence with AIM Level 7 rules and
contract conditions as set out by the Department of Children Equality Disability
Integration & Youth (DCEDIY).

To ensure the compliance checks can be conducted at unannounced inspections, please
ensure that the person in charge on-site has access to the following records to present
to the Visit Officer for review:

The child attendance records for each of the ECCE sessions attended by child/ren
benefitting from AIM Level 7
The Staff Qualifications for staff working in these ECCE session/s 

The Pobal compliance team have uploaded additional compliance support documents to
the Hive in order to assist services in preparing for a compliance inspection. The
documents, which are listed below, are available under the Resources section and can
also be accessed through this link

AIM Level 7 Compliance Guide for Approved Providers 2023 - 2024
AIM Level 7 Compliance Checklist for Approved Providers 2023 - 2024
AIM Level 7 Rectification Actions Guide 2023 - 2024

Please note - these documents are only supports, intended to assist you. There is an
onus on each provider to familiarise themselves with their responsibilities under the AIM
Rules (AIM Level 7 included) and contractual conditions.

Hive Notifications

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Compliance-Guide-for-Approved-Providers-2023-2024.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Compliance-Checklist-for-Approved-Providers-2023-2024.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Rectification-Actions-Guide-2023-2024.pdf

