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WELCOME
Welcome to the latest edition of our enewsletter for 2022. We hope you find the
information contained useful. You will find ,
CPD opportunities with ourselves Offaly County
Childcare Committee, new workshops have
been added along with details of our exciting
Seminar. There are links for Pobal Notifications
as well as 30 Halloween Activities, Crafts and
games.

100+ fall outdoor activities for kids
As the weather cools off, the days are shorter getting outside with the kids
should be a top priority. Check out this website: https://
runwildmychild.com/fall-outdoor-activities-for-kids/ to see this giant list of

over 100 fun things to do outside with your kids this autumn! They’ve got
all the traditional Autumn activities, and they’ve throwing in dozens more
than you may not expect!

A Tusla short guide For parents who
are newly arrived in Ireland
Tusla have recently developed ‘A
Tusla short guide: For parents
who are newly arrived in Ireland’
This short guide available in both
English and Ukrainian was
written to help parents who have
recently arrived in Ireland. It
provides information to help
families navigate cultural
differences, laws and ways of
parenting, which may be
different to their country of
origin.
Included in the document is
some practical guidance that we
hope will help parents to navigate the early years of a child’s
life while in Ireland, from pre-school childcare and the schooling system,
right through to child supervision and family
support services. This
guide has been developed with input from families who have recently
arrived in Ireland.
Click here to download the copy in both English and Ukrainian

Maths Week - Loving Maths

Monday 17 Oct to Friday 21 Oct 9:00 am (Episode 1 to 5
Are you exploring STEM in your Early Childhood Care and Education
setting ?
As part of National Maths week preschools are invited to register for Loving Math’s programme. This is a wonderful opportunity to continue to
explore STEM activities within your settings. This event is suitable for preschoolers and junior and senior infant classes upwards.
Join master storyteller, Steve Sherman, the chief imagination officer of
Livingmaths.com for Maths Story adventure. You are invited to take part
in 5 exciting episodes in the Loving Maths series. Children will be introduced to mathematical concepts and ideas through the use of stories and
play. The sessions are interactive, and the learners will love the stories,
the fact that they can assist the hero or heroine of the story and they will
get to play a game against Steve as well. The ½ hr session starts every
day at 9.00 a.m.
Registration for the event is directly with CALMAST through this
link https://forms.gle/5MH26hQWcesop2r19
Further information on this and national events for other ages can be
found on www.mathsweek.ie, https://www.mathsweek.ie/2022/
events/ or https://www.calmast.ie/

Building Blocks - Improvement Grant
Minister O’Gorman
announced €10m Capital
Grant for the Early
Learning and Childcare
Sector last month.
Building Blocks Improvement Grant is
part of a wider Building
Blocks Capital Programme
for the sector under the
National Development
Plan Grants will range
from €35,000 to €75,000
across two separate
strands: Green Energy and Retrofit.
Under the Green Energy strand, grants will be provided for
improvements to increase energy efficiency, utilising renewables where
feasible, such as the installation of solar panels and heat pumps,
insulation and water conservation measures.
The Retrofit Strand will provide grants to existing services in need of
upgrading. Eligible works include kitchen works and refurbishment,
upgrading of sanitary facilities for children and adults, roof repairs/
replacement, and upgrading of flooring.
Applications from eligible services will be accepted in Q4 2022 and
successful applicants will be notified in early 2023.

Services that sign up for the Core Funding Scheme are eligible for funding
under for the Building Blocks Capital Programme.
Detailed information regarding Building Blocks - Improvement Grant, is
available in the Application Guidelines here.

Together for Better
Minister O’Gorman launched Together for Better, the new funding model
for early learning and childcare, on the 15 September. Together for
Better brings together three major elements, the Early Childhood Care
and Education programme, including the Access and Inclusion Model
(AIM), the National Childcare Scheme and Core Funding, and begins in
line with the EROs coming into effect.
9 out of 10 Early Learning and Care and School Age Childcare providers –
almost 4,000 services – have become Partner Services under Core
Funding, committing to working in partnership with the State for the
public good, and to a freeze on parental fees at September 2021 rates.
A short video for Together for Better is available, as well as a list of all
Partner Services, here: https://first5fundingmodel.gov.ie/tog ether-forbetter/

CPD FOCUS
Offaly County Childcare Training
Equality Diversity
& Inclusion Training
Offaly County Childcare Committee is delivering a training programme
which will support educators engage with “Diversity, Equality and
Inclusion Charter and Guidelines for Early Childhood Care and
Education”.
This awareness raising programme will empower early years educators
to explore, develop and promote inclusive practices for the benefit of all
children and families availing of their service. It will give participants a
greater confidence in developing and implementing an Inclusion Policy
for their service.

Dates and Times of Training Sessions:
Saturday 5th November 2022 9:30am to 4:30pm
Thursday 9th November, 7:00pm to 10:00pm
Thursday 16th November, 7:00pm to 10:00pm
Thursday 23rd November, 7:00pm to 10:00pm

Full attendance at all sessions is required.
The training has been developed and funded by the Department of
Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.
On completion of the programme, participants will receive a certificate of
attendance.

Dates: As above
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Times: As above

CHILDREN FIRST CHILD
SAFEGUARDING
AWARENESS TRAINING
Children First is National Guidance that promotes the protection of children from abuse and neglect. It states what organisations need to do to
keep children safe, and what different bodies and the general public
should do if they are concerned about a child’s safety and welfare.
This one-day accredited training course looks at what constitutes child
abuse, roles and responsibilities in reporting child protection and welfare
concerns, child protection policy and safe work practices.
Participants must complete the E Learning Children First Programme
prior to attending this training.

THIS TRAINING IS FOR CHILDCARE PROVIDERS IN OFFALY ONLY
**Maximum of 1 place per service**

Date: 12th November
Time: 9:30am - 4:30pm

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

CPD FOCUS
Offaly County Childcare Training
Community of Practice SAC Quality Guidelines
The School Age Childcare National Quality Guidelines are intended to
complement the regulations for school-age childcare services. The
purpose of these Guidelines is to assist and guide school-age childcare
service providers and staff to reach beyond and aspire to achieving more
than the minimum standards set out in regulations.
These Guidelines focus specifically on centre-based school age childcare
and do not address school-age childcare in home-based settings
(childminding).
This information session is suitable for practitioners working in any centre
-based service for school going children aged 4-14 years (inclusive).

Date: 20th October

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Time: 7:00pm - 9:00pm

Trauma Informed
Behaviour Support
The Aims and Objectives for Trauma & Behaviour:
By the end of this workshop participants will:
• Be equipped to identify trauma and the types of trauma a child may
experience
• Understand what is meant by ACEs and how they affect the body
and brain
• Discuss the impact of trauma on child development and the
developing brain
• Identify common associated disorders/illnesses related to trauma,
and the behaviour challenges in children and young people who have
experienced trauma
• Understand the term comorbid and how other factors influence
behaviour

Date: 26th October
Time: 7:00pm - 9:00pm

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

SAVE THE
DATE
Offaly County Childcare Committee
will host an exciting seminar for
Early Years and School Age
Practitioners on the 19th November
More details to follow shortly

Date: 19th November
Time: TBC

Details to follow

CPD FOCUS
Offaly County Childcare Training
Creative Mindfulness for
Educators working with
Children aged 3 to 7

Creative Mindfulness Workshops for Educators working with Children
aged 3 to 7 years
Embrace Me with Edel Curtis will offer a programme of 2 workshops
based on Louise Shanagher’s ‘Creative Mindfulness Method’ for children aged 3 to 7 years.
These workshops will focus on promoting positive mental health for children in a fun and creative way. You will learn how to help children cope
and understand difficult emotions and how to teach children basic mindfulness techniques. We will also explore how to help children develop
kindness and compassion towards themselves and others.
The workshops will consist of meditation, breathing techniques and creative mindfulness activities and much more!
Who is this Programme for? Educators working with children aged 37yrs
Certification: Embrace Me, Certificate of Attendance on completion of all
6 lessons
What will you learn from these workshops?
•

You will be able to help children understand how not to be afraid of
their emotions and thoughts. In addition, each lesson will teach you
how to help children to realise that it is ok to experience thoughts,
emotions, and feelings in their bodies.

•

You will learn to develop techniques to show children what to do
when emotions arise.

•

You will be shown how to develop a “Mindful Toolbox” to help children self-regulate their breathing, thoughts, and emotions. This
“Mindful Toolbox” will be equipped with a set of coping tools and
techniques that children can use forever in their daily lives.

•
•

Breathing Practices which can be shared with the children
Meditation Practices which you can lead the children in

•

Fun and creative activities which can be replicated with the children

Workshop Details:
Duration: 2 sessions of 3 hours duration delivered over 2 Thursdays,
(24th Nov and 1st Dec)7pm to 10pm
Delivery: Zoom

Date: 24th November & 1st
December
Time: 7:00pm - 10:00pm

CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

CPD FOCUS
Offaly County Childcare Training
Inclusive Practice in the
Early Years and School
Age Sector
Offaly County Childcare Committee are pleased to host this Seminar
which will highlight the power of Inclusive Practice in Early Years and
School Aged Childcare Services.
Educators will be encouraged to reflect on the positive influence they
can have in the lives of children and to explore their own perceptions
while gaining a deeper understanding of Neurodiversity, Autism and
Inclusion for all Children.
We are delighted to host Professor Emer Ring, Dean of Education at
MIC Limerick, along with Zarah Doyle, Training Manager with As I Am
and Jeanette Delahunty, Founder of TSK Academy. Together, our
speakers will share their vast knowledge and experience to highlight the
wonderful opportunities that Educators can provide through Inclusive
Practice.
Topics will include
• Inclusion for All Children, Leadership for Inclusion, Strategies and
concepts
• What is Autism? And What is it Not?, Building Empathy for the Autism
Experience
• Supporting Communication, Social Interaction / Imagination, Sensory
Processing, Anxiety & Self-Regulation
• What is neurodiversity?, Common behavioural difficulties in the preschool, Inclusion vs Integration, Promoting Inclusion
• Questions and Answers

Date: 19th November 2022
Time: 9:30am - 4:00pm

CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

30 HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES CRAFTS
AND GAMES
https://childsplayabc.wordpress.com/2020/10/22/halloweenactivities-crafts-and-games/
It’s that time of year when the evenings are getting darker, the leaves
are falling and Halloween is around the corner. So we’ve put together
a list of 30 of our favourite Halloween activities, crafts, games and
recipes that children of all ages can explore and enjoy.
PUMPKIN PAINTING
Painting pumpkins is a great, easy
alternative for children or adults
who are unable to carve pumpkins.
All you need is some paint,
pumpkins and your imagination.
You could also use pens to draw
onto the pumpkins, or collage and
stick on additional materials. If you
are feeling more adventurous you
could also use mud and found
natural materials to decorate your
pumpkins.
MAGIC POTIONS

Making magic potions using a simple
chemical reaction using acids and
alkalis is a fun and easy activity children
of all ages can enjoy. All you need is
some bicarbonate of soda as an alkali,
food colouring washing up liquid and
either lemon juice or vinegar as the acid.
To set up your potion making station you
first need to pour some lemon juice or
vinegar into some glasses or jam jars
and then add a few drops of food
colouring and a squirt of washing up
liquid and mix well.

HALLOWEEN ROCK PAINTING
We love finding painted pebbles
and rocks when we are out and
about, it’s wonderful to see the
creativity and love that people put
into them. You can easily find
pebbles to decorate yourself by
looking in your garden, on a
nature walk or along the shore. All
you need then is some paint or
permanent markers to paint or
draw colourful designs onto the
pebbles. Once you have finished
painting your pebbles you could use them as Halloween pretend
play, as games counters or hide them in your garden and have a
treasure hunt. Click here to find lots of simple Halloween themed ideas for painted rocks and pebbles. *Safety note please be aware of
the choking hazard of pebbles with smaller children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ECCE/CCSP Saver Webinars
on revised compliance process
The Pobal Compliance team will be
commencing unannounced ECCE/
CCSP Saver visits shortly on the
2022/2023 programme call. In
advance of the visits commencing,
the Compliance team are rolling
out a number of webinars on the
revised compliance approach.
In addition, we will be uploading
updated Checklists and guidance document on the Resources section of
Hive to support compliance in advance of visits commencing.
Please note: the content of each webinar covers the same material - three
sessions are being offered to allow for maximum attendance.
Each webinar will provide:
• an overview of the revised ECCE /CCSP Saver compliance process
• guidance on how compliance inspection outcome reports can be viewed
on the Hive
• a demonstration of the system functionality for any follow up actions
requiring rectification through the Hive
The webinars will take place at the following dates/times:
Event 1: Wednesday 12th October @ 2.30pm
Registration Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/6736150717222576398
Event 2: Thursday 13th October @ 11am
Registration Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/8886291884826935567
Event 3: Thursday 13th October @ 6.30pm
Registration Link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/5055548293678629390

*Please note, by registering for the above webinar, you are providing permission for Pobal to contact you in order to gather feedback regarding the
webinar.
**There is a maximum capacity of 500 per session.
A recording of the session will be published on the Hive along with a copy of
the PowerPoint once all webinars are completed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Building Blocks - Improvement Grant
The Department of Children, Equality, Integration
and Youth (DCEDIY) circulated a press release on
Thursday, 1 September 2022 announcing the
Building Blocks – Improvement Grant.
The application for this Grant will open
on 28 October 2022 and will be open for
approximately 4 weeks.
The table below summarises the key documents required as part of the
application process.
Checklist of Documents

Detailed information regarding Building Blocks - Improvement Grant is
available in the Applicant Guidelines here. We encourage you to familiarise
yourselves with the updated table in Section 5 a. relating to selection
criteria.
Applicants can contact the Early Years Provider Centre (EYPC) with any
queries by raising a service request on Hive under the programme: Building
Blocks - Improvement Grant and selecting the relevant sub-category.

NCS Beginner Introduction Training
Pobal’s Early Years Training Team would like to invite you to a webinar on
"NCS Beginner Introduction Training".
The following topics will be covered in the webinar:
•Definition of the 3 types of NCS Subsidies
•NCS Key points
•Attendance & Closure Rules
•System Demo: Creating and editing a Calendar, Registering a CHICK, Submitting a claim, editing and adding weeks to a claim, Submitting a Return
•Breakdown of the Funding tabs
•Subsidy calculator
•How to submit a request on the Hive for NCS
The webinar will take place at the following date/time:
NCS Beginner Introduction Training SP Event 1
17/10/2022 from 2:30pm - 4:00pm
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8564636355232268556
NCS Beginner Introduction Training SP Event 2
18/10/2022 from 10:00am - 11:30am
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9143025650930832140
NCS Beginner Introduction Training SP Event 3
18/10/2022 from 6:30pm - 8:00pm
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/26034938657036750

